46    THEODORE EOOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

shall do my best to meet the needs of the hour, but I shall
not do it in a way that will work harm in the future; and
if I must choose between a temporary good and the ultimate
good, my choice must necessarily be the latter."

November 8, 1907.
To Mr. Ansley Wilcox, Buffalo, N. Y.:

"You say that many of your friends 'are feeling keenly
that there is much truth in what Shepard said in his recent
Brooklyn speech.' This gives me a very vivid idea of the
mischief that can be done by deliberate mendacity such as
Edward M. Shepard has been guilty of in misleading men
as good as yourself. You probably know Mr. Shepard, and
you are quite welcome to show him this letter. In the
speech in question he was guilty of wilful misrepresenta-
tion. I do not mean that he was merely guilty of untruth;
I mean that he was guilty of deliberate and wilful untruth,
either intentionally, or with a reckless disregard of facts
which he could easily have found out, which puts his con-
duct in no better light. I am not speaking of what were
merely matters of opinion on the part of Mr. Shepard. I
ain speaking of him where he said:

" 'But when a man is charged with enormous responsi-
bilities, whose duty it is not to speak until he knows that
he can make good, when such a man goes over the country,
with every ear open to his words, and charges men of wealth
and standing with crimes, saying that almost every cap-
tain of industry should be behind the bars, his words have
a much greater effect than if he were a mere private citizen.

" 'And when he, from the White House, says that he will
send from ten to fifty capitalists to jail, he attacks the very
center of our confidence in our institutions.'

"Now, I call your attention to the fact that in this utter-
ance he first of all says that it is my duty, the duty of the
President, not to speak until I know, and not to make
charges until I can make them good. In this Mr. Shepard
is quite right; and the duty is as obligatory upon him, a
lawyer, who ought to know something of evidence, some-
thing about criminal libel. Yet in this very same sentence